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bear these common names are Kulins. Some of the
Banerjeas, for instance, were never admitted into the
honourable brotherhood, and some once honoured have,
through intermarriage with other than Kulins, caused
their descendants to pass into lower grades.

" Lakshman Sen, the son and successor of Ballala
Sen, followed up and improved the heraldry instituted
by his father, and enlarged the names and orders of the
Kuls to an enormous length. The primary orders were
left untouched ; the inferior or secondary orders were
spun out into nearly thirty subdivisions.

"Besides these Kulins another order of Brahmans
was honoured in Ballala's time who were called the
Srotriyas. The descendants of the five Kanouj Brah-
mans, though at first they avoided all intercourse with
the aboriginal Brahmans of Bengal, were subsequently
induced to accept their daughters as wives. The off-
spring of these marriages were considered inferior to
their fathers, but superior to their mothers and maternal
grandfathers. They had half the blood of Kanouj, and
were therefore esteemed superior to the aboriginal
priests, and they had half the blood of the Saptasatis,
and were held inferior to. their fathers. The most
meritorious of these persons the king honoured with
the title of Srotriyas. They had this privilege amongst
others, that the Kulins might marry their daughters
without prejudice to their rank. They have accordingly
proved a connecting link between the Kulins and the
Saptasatis. Their houses are the authorized nurseries
for breeding wives for the exalted Brahmans, and they
take no small pride in reflecting on the importance
which this honour imparts to the class. What enhances
their privilege is the fact that the Kulins cannot marry
women from any other families, not even from the